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Happy is that People that is in ſuch a Caſe : Yea happy is 
that People, whoſe God is the LORD. 
3 King David. 
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* 1 Thankſgiving-Sermon. £ 
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Pp SALM XVI. 6. 
The Lines are fallen to me in e 
Places ; yea J Pave a goodly H r. 


l becomes us, not only at all times, to 
maintain a grateful ſenſe of the vari- 
„II ous undeſerved favours cf our hea- 


ä venly Father, and to offer to him our 


N ptivate and daily- repeated aſcriptions 
of praiſe in our ſeveral habitations; but ſince we 
are ſocial creatures, and our concerns and intereſts 
are connected together, and the Creator of the uni- 
verſe is our common Lord, it becomes us alſo, upon 
ſome {et times, in a public manner, to join our hearts 
and voices, to render to him our united thankſgiv- 
ings, for his manifold goodneſs and beneficence. 


AnD it is not only fit and reaſonable, that we 


ſhould aſſociate and aſſemble together, to offer our 


thankful acknowledgments to God, upon thoſe 
weekly- -recyrring holy times, which he hath appoint- 
ed 


£ 


. . 
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| ed for this purpoſe, in his ſacred word; hurt alſo, 
| that upon ſome other times, we ſhould ſocially agree 
and engage in this grateful employment, e/pectally 
when the tavourable providence of heaven gives us 

great EY therefor, 


[ 
4 
q 


K — Wale 


nay, Ty 15 


„ 


And as every revolving year is crowndd ohh in- 
numerable inſtances of the divine bounty and benevo- 
lence ; it muſt be allowed to be a moſt reaſonable 
ſervice, to unite in offeting an annual tribute of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father; and to ſpend a 
day together, in ſolemn devaut, recognitions of the 
warvellous loving kindneſſes of him, whoſe uy are con- 
tinually Per us for good, \ | 


AnD as this day is appointed by the civil magi- | CC 
ſtrate, to be oblerved as a day of public thankſgiv- Þ w 
ing, for the-numerous bleſſings of providence ſhower- mT 


ed down upon vs, thro” the courſe of the paſſing to 
year, let us herein Jacrifice unto the Lord, with the J 
voice of thonk(giving, and pay our gratefol homage * en 
to the Moſt High. And may the benefits, which our of 
all- merciful Creatar has beſtowed upon us, (benefits, {ot 
| . not only great in themſelves, but lieightned from this | he 
| conſideration, that they are beſtowed upon worthleſs, fo 
| ſinful worms of the duſt,) inkindle in our breafts a 97H 


' TIT 
warmth of ſacred affection; that fo, our offerings, IT; 
' 


this day, may be ſuperior to a bare, formal, cuſtom- he 
| _ ary preſentation of our bodies before the Lord, and ant 
of ſuch a ſpiritual nature, as to mect with the divine fav 

acceptance, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, the Rig btecus. f the. 

to 

Tur words, which 1 have read to you, are very ha 

Proper to turn our tho'ts into a chanel ſuitable to of 1 


the prefent occaſion, They naturally lead us to me- 
rate 


„ bn. a tes itt _ — 
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1 
ditate upon the various diſtinguiſhing mercies, which 
the great Author of all good has conferred upon us, 


for which we cannot too frequently pay our grateful 
propre aca to him. 


Je Tar pſalm containing theſe words, is ;ntitled; 
Michtam of David. Micbtam is an Hebrew word, Ge- | 


nifying fine gold ; andit is deſigned to teach us, that 


the pfalms-to which it is prefixed, are peculiarly pre- 


cious, and to be prized more than gold; yea than 
much fine gold. This pſalm contains copious matter 
of very excellent inſtruction, which, it. would be be- 
le wy purpoſe, to inlarge upon, at this time. 


Tus devout pſalmiſt, after expreſſing the greateſt 
confidence and complacence in the Lord Jebovab, 
whom he had choſen for ihe portion of his inheritance, 
utters the words before us, ſaying, be lines are fallen 
to me in pleaſant places; yea I have a goodly beritage. 
He utters theſe words, upon a recollection of the 
eminent bleſſings he enjoyed, under a grateful ſenſe 
of their 3 from God, the inexhauſtible 
fource'of good, with religious joy and gladneſs of 


heart, and with the higheſt emotions of love to the 


ſovereign Ruler of the univerſe. 


Hz had a pleaſant and goodly heritage, becauſe 


he had choſen God for tbe portion of his inheritance, 


and had an happy ſenſe of his gracious preſence and 
favour. This, with the confident expectations, which 
he had, of eternal life, 'thro' the promiſed Maſſiab, 
{to whom he evidently points, in this pſalm,) was 
enough to yield him delight under any ciſcumſtance 
yd Ay a A oy 22 . to him. 
| |  Trose, 


* fy 
— #-.9 


1 


Taosx, who enjoy the light of God's countenance, 
"ag that, which ſweetens the bittereſt portions of 
mortality, and puts gfeater gladneſs into their hearts, 
than the largeſt abundance of this world's goods can 
poſſibly excite. They rejoyce, in aſſured hopes of 
an incorruptible, never-fading inheritance, beyond y 
the grave, in the regions of immortality, —an inhe- 
ritance far ſuperior to, and more glorious than all the 


| riches, grandeur, and magnificence of this world. 


Bor the pſalmiſt, in theſe words; may be ſuppoſed 


to refer chiefly to outward bleſſings, and the felicity 


of his temporal eircumſtances. His lot was caſt in a 
land under the peculiar benediction of heaven; a- 
mong a people highly favoured of the Lord with 
outward proſperity z and (which deſerves more par- 
ticular conſideration) in a land of light, @ valley of 
vi/ion, where the true God was known and worſhip- 
ped, and where people were clearly taught from 
heaven, how they might obtain favour with. their 
offended Creator. | 7 


THrovcn God has made of one blood all the na- 
tions, that dwell upon the face of the whole earth, 
and is good to them all, cauſing his ſun to riſe, and 
his rain to deſcend upon all places, and, in his kind 
providence, providing for the comfortable ſuſtenance 
of all people; yet, for wiſe ends, to us at preſent 
unknown, he makes a diſcrimination between them, 
exalting ſome above others, by diſtinguiſhing favours 
of providence.—We are part of a nation and people, 
whom the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things, has 
diſtinguiſhed from the greateſt part of the world, by 
various peculiar bleſſings: And each one of us, may, 
with great propriety, adopt the words of the 1 


_— . , è v 


1 ny yrs 
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(9 ) 


and ſay, the lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, &c. 


Nou, in order to improve theſe words, as an excita- 


tion to us to praiſe God, the author of our exiſtence 

and, all the happy circumſtances thereof, I purpoſe 
to ſhew, in ſeveral particulars, how they are applica- 
ble to our condition, ſtate, and circumſtances in the 
world, and to make ſuch reflections, as I go along, 
as may ſerye to rouſe our hearts to ſuitable exerciſes 
of gratitude: 


I SHALL take it for granted, that you have faith 
in the providence of God; that you firmly believe, 
that all events, whether proſperous or adverſe, that 
happen to men, are under the direction and govern- 
ment of the Almighty; that you are fully perſuaded, 
that all the outward privileges and advantages, whe- 
ther natural, civil or religious, that any perſon or 
people enjoy, are not caſual events, but proceed from 
the righteous diſpoſal of our heavenly Father. This 
being taken for granted, as what is neceſſary to your 
making a profitable improvement of what may be 
ſaid, I will proceed as I propoſed. 


I. Ou lot is fallen in an happy climate, and 
good land. 


Wr live in the temperate zone, between the &x- 
tremes of heat and cold. Our ſùmmers are not ſo 
ſultry and fcorching, as theirs who live under the 


Agquator, and for a conſiderable diſtance upon each 


ſide of it. Our winters are not ſo exceſſive cold and 
ſevere, as theirs who live in ſome more northern re- 
gions, particularly in Lapland, Iceland and Greenland. 
This happy temperature of the ſeaſons, in the climate 


where providence has caſt our *. is a very agreea- 
ble 
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ble circumſtance of life; yea it is a vaſt advantage 


to us in our purſuits of the comfortable enjoyments 
of life, which would be greatly obſtructed, by ſuch 
exceſſes of heat and cold, as the torrid and frigid 
zones are viſited with. We live alſo in an healthy 
climate. The air in general is ſalubrious and whol- 
ſome. And who knows not, that health is the 
greateſt temporal bleſſing ; and that it is neceſſary 
to ſweeten life, and give a reliſh to every pleaſant 
enjoyment ? 


Nor are the lines fallen to us only in an happy 
climate, but in a good land, capable, by proper cul- 
ture, of producing the neceſſaries of life in great 
abundance. Not, that I ſuppoſe this land calculated 
for independency. I believe no part of the earth is 
fitted for intire independency, though, perhaps, this 
part is as well fitted for it as any. 


Tux great Proprietor of the world has been pleaſed 


ſo diverſely to ſcatter his bounties throꝰ the ſeveral 


parts of the earth, that is place abounds in many 
things comfortable, commodious, and convenient, 
which that place lacks, while, at the ſame time that 
has an overplus of other good things which zbis 
hacks. The deſign of providence in thus diftributing 
its bounties of different forts to different places, is 
doubtlefs ibis, to reach mankind their mutual de- 
pendance upon one another, and the neceſſity of a 
mutual correſpondence and commerce, of mutual 
kindneſs and benevolence, of mutual faith, truſt and 
confidence, and to bind them together in unity, by 
the ſtrong cords of intereſt, 


NuMEROUS 


660 


Nux rous are the benefits that accrue to us from 
trade and commerce: And fo great, eſpecially, are 
the advantages, that reſult from our preſent happy 
connection with, and ſubordination to our Mother. 
country, that (far from entertaining the remoteſt 
wiſh for independency) every ſenſible man muſt 
earneſtly deſire the firm eſtabliſhment and continu» 
ation thereof, ſo long as we are favoured with the 
unmoleſted enjoyment of the rights of men, and 
privileges of Hritiſb ſubjefts,—But to return, 


We inherit a good and fertile land; a land flow- 
ing with milk and honey; a land, which, by ſuitable 
cultivation, throws out of its exuberant boſom, the 
largeſt. ſtores of the neceſſaries of life. Such is the 
richneſs of the land, which we poſſeſs, that competent 
ſupplies of food and raiment, are eaſily obtainable, 
under the common ſmiles of providence. Through 
honeſt induſtry, in ſome lawful calling, join'd with 
temperance, prudence and frugality, we may live as 
comfortably, as any people upon earth ; yea if we 
improve well the advantages, and means of temporal 
proſperity, that providence has put into our hands, 
we may not only acquire food and raiment conveni- 
ent for us, but obtain a conſiderable affluence of the 
good things of this world. Indeed, ſome unforeſeen 
unexpected events of providence, impoſſible to be 
obviated hy the utmoſt human ſkill and power, ſome- 
times reduce to ſtraits and neceſſities, the moſt in- 
duſtrious and prudent perſons, and keep them low, 
and prevent their proſpering and flouriſhing in the 
world. But however, it is plain to obſerve, that the 
poverty and want of moſt people among us, origi- 
nate either from indolence, or intemperance, or ſome 
particular expenſive vices to which they are addicted, 

| 9 Was 


* 
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Was it not fer ſlotf and lazineſs, intemperance and 

excels, luxury, prodigality and extravagance, the 
poor and needy would be few in number, in compa- 
riſon with what they now are. 


No one who reflects upon the plentiful proviſion + 

of things both neceſſary and delightſome, that the 

earth annually affords to the prudent and induſtrious 
huſbandman, can want conviction of the richneſs of 
this part of the earth, wherein his lot is fallen, and 
of its admirable adaptedneſs to yield plentiful ſtores, 
net only of thoſe things that are abſolutely neceſſary 
for the ſupport, but alſo of thoſe that are conducive 1 
to the eaſe and comfort of man, Do we not receive 
its annual productions i in vaſt variety and rich abuu- 
dance? Has not this year, eſpecially, been a witneſs 
of its riches, and of the favour of that kind provi- | i 
dence, which makes the earth fruitful, and cauſes 
her to yield her increaſe? | 


IT is worthy of our thankful notice, this day. that JN + 
this year has been remarkably plentiful. It is un- 
viſual to reap both the former and the latter harveſt 
in equal aburdance. Our ordinary labours have 
been crowned with uncommon ſucceſs. The beauty 
ef the Lord has been upon us; and he has greatly 
bleſſed us in our baſket, and in our fore. i 


May our hearts expand with unfeigned gratitude 
for theſe liberal bounties of our gracious Parent in 
Heaven, who, in due ſeaſon, viſited the earth, and | i 
watercd it, —who made it ſoft with ſhowers, and bleſſed 
the ſpringing thereof, who clothed the paſtures with 
Flocks, and alſo covered the valleys with corn, —who has 


made our oxen * to labour, and our bands _— 
or 


F 


( 489 
for 1 has ſo kindly preſerved and provided 


for us, that there has been 10 breaking iu, nor going 


out, and no complaining in our ſtreets, who has crown- 
ed the year with his geodneſs, and cauſed bis paths to 
drop fatneſs, and has ſo plentifully filed our garnery, 
that they afford all manuer of ſtore. 


Happy we ! If we have wiſdom to improve theſe 
favqurs of providence aright, and to make ſuitable 
returns of thankſgiving to God, who has given us our 
dwelling to be the fatneſs of the earth, and has poured 
down his bleſſings upon us, eſpecially this year, as 
4be dew of heaven from above, yea as plentiful ſhowers 
upon the graſs, to the end that we might /ng his praiſe, 
and glorify his name. 


Does it become ys to rejoyce in the Lord, and joy 
in the God our ſalvation, altho* the fig-tree ſhould not 
bloſom, and there ſhould be no fruit in the vine; altho? 
the labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the fields ſhould 
yield no meat; alibo the flocks ſhould be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhould be no herd in the ftalls ?*—Ought 
we to rejoyce in the Lord, and give thanks, even in 
this caſe ? And ſhall we not praiſe his name ! Ought 
we not with grateful exultation of ſoul to —— 
ledge his goodneſs, when he has made the earth and 
the fruit- trees thereof to enrich us largely with their 
treaſures, fled our hearts with food and gladneſs, and 


cauſed our ſheep to bring forth thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands in aur ſireets ! 


Wurx we confider, that tho' God might juſtly 
have left all men to unavoidable miſery, when ſin 
entred into the world, yet he is pleaſed daily to viſit 


our abodes with his tender mercies, to cloath us wah 
ally 


. 


ally with his wool and flax, to nouriſh and cheer us 
with his corn, wine and oyl ; when we conſider, that 
though, for man's offence, he has poured the cup of 
malediction upon the earth, yet he has graciouſly 


has been diſtinguiſhingly kind, in caſting our lot in 
this good land, than which, if it was put at our 
= it would be impoſlible for us to chule a better, 

| things conſidered, one ſituated in a more tempe- 
rate and healthy climate, and at the ſame time more 
fertile of the various neceſſaries of life, affording us 
all the bounties of nature, * the good, the uſeful, 
and agreeable ;” when we conſider the many happy 
years which we have ſeen, and eſpecially the preſent, 
which has been bleſſed with extraordinary inſtances 
of the diyine munificence, giving us to receive the 
riches of the earth, in the moſt abundant ſupplies of 
our ſeveral wants and neceſſities : When we conſider 
theſe things, verily we cannot want ſufficient matter 
to fire our hearts with fervent love and gratitude to 
our ſupreme Lord, and Benefactor. 


Wren David told Mephiboſheth, hat he ſhould 
eat bread continually at his table, he bowed himſelf, and 
Jaid, What is thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldſt look upon 
ſuch a dead deg as I am? A moſt humble acknow- 
ledgment of a kindneſs ! Mephiboſheth was of royal 


extract, and equal to David by nature, but yet he 


receives his kindneſs with extraordinary expreſſions 
of thankfulneſs. Ought not we then, who are vile 
ſinful wretches, under the humbleſt ſenſe of our un- 
worthineſs of the leaſt mercy, and with unfeigned 


exertions of gratitude, to acknowledge the bounties 


of the great King of Kings, who tho? he might juſtly 


leave us to a moſt wretched forlorn condition, ſtrip, 


of 


— 4nvay it with his goodneſs, and to us, eſpectally, 


7 


7 


' 


9 


( 


of every good thing, yet in infinite compaſſion, feeds 
us richly at the table of his providence, and giveth 
us richly all things 10 enjoy Lord] what is man, 


that thou takeſt knowledge of him, or the ſon of man 


0 
| 


that thou makeſt account of bim? 


IncrarttTupt, in times of calamity, whether 
public or private, fixes an eye upon the dark ſide of 
things, inattentive to the ſunſhine, that illuminates 
the other ſide ; and forgetful of the manifold bleſſings 
that are mixed with all the adverſities of the preſent 
life, murmurs, repines, complains, and arrains the 
goodneſs of God. Nor are the murmuring lips of in- 

ratitue ſtopped by the greateſt temporal proſperity. 
rt a time of general plenty, the language of ingra- 
titude is. Tho” the earth has largely yielded ber 
zncreaſe, and inriched us with vlentiful ſtores of all 
good things, yet they will fetch little or nothing in 
the market ; the price of things is ſo low, that we 


are not much profited by our abundance.” —It is 
well if you are all clear of ſuch kind of murmurings 


under the preſent great plenty. 


Incx4TITupe | thou child of ſatan, and black 
offspring of hell, avaunt. Get thee behind me, and 
be for ever baniſhed from my ſoul. Ingratitude |! 
thou bane of piety and devotion, which kickeft a- 

inſt the hand that feeds thee, and ſpitteſt in the 
ace of the great Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
depart from every human breaſt, and be extermi- 
nated from the face of the earth, and flee to the 
ſhades of darkneſs, the infernal regions, thy proper 
ſcat and manſion, 
| | 14 Tray 


1 


* 


Tuna heart muſt be very wrong, which gives en- 


tertainment to this infernal monſter. Thoſe do ſoy 
who pervert the good things of Providence, as fewel 


to feed their luſts, to gratify their pride and vanity, 
envy and malevolence, and abuſe them as occaſions 


Non are thoſe who pervert the bounties of hey- 
ven to the purpoſes of licenciouſneſs, pride and ma- 
lice, the only perſons who nouriſh the monſter of in- 
gratitude in their, boſoms. Thoſe, alſo do fo, who 
are filled with gloomy diſcontent under the allot- 
ments of providence. Shall man complain of his lot, 
when it is infinitely better than he deſerves ? Shall 
guilty man- a worth ſprung from the mud,” be 


diſſatisfied with that portion of happineſs which the 


unmerited bounty of Heaven has afforded him ? 
Shall we, who have a moſt agreeable ſituation in the 
world, to whom all the ſprings of temporal felicity 
are ſet open, whom God has loaded with ſuch a vaſt 
variety of benefits, as render our lives ſweet to us 


x 


of various ſinful pleaſures, ſuch as rioting and revel- / 
ling, iatemperance and debauchery. Let us not be 
guilty of ſuch ingratitude, but endeavour to honour 
the Lord with our ſubſtance ; and (according to the 
Apoſtle's direction) let us do good, be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 


ſhall we, ſhall any of us complain? Does not © the 


whole creation in univerſal concert praiſe the Cre- 
ator?“ Let us not refuſe to join the concert. In- 
gratitude makes a man but as a blot and blurr a- 


mong the works of God: The ungrateful man may 


therefore be properly addreſſed, in the ſtriking lan- 
guage of Dr. South, which (unleſs my memory fails 
me) is as follows. Thou ungrateful brute f Thou 


* ſcandal to mankind, and to thy creation! What ſhall 
ve 


7 


1 


ic we ſuy of thee; and to what ſhall w compare thee? 


«© There is nothin iS it” heaven above, or earth be- 
e neath; chat is Mike thee ; therefore if thou wouldft; 

«faq 'thy patullel; go to hell, whieli is both the re- 

% glom ahd emblem ef thy ingtatitude, for beſides” 
* thyfelf, chere is nothing but hell, that is „ 
1 receiving, and never reſtoring “ 


Aud if ingfatitude for the bleffin 8 which 1 babe 
uk Fs mentioned be a oft abomhitable_ crime, it 
ſufely be much more eriminal, a more héinous 
be vnthankful for the ſuperiot favours of 
Nase, which I have) Jet to remind you of. Zap 


4 * Ws live under a moſt , excellent, conſtitution 


of civil government; and enjoy greah 17 invaluable. 
civil/liberties and privileges. 


Turin mutual dependance, and the neceffities of 
their nature, oblige mankind, if they would live 
comfortably and happily in the world, to combine 
together under ſome form of government. The 
coniſtitiſtion of government among us is 4 tranſcript 
of that of Great- Britain. The fotm of government 
adopted by Greal. Britain, is perhaps the moſt perfect 
that this imperfe& ſtate admits of, leſs liable to in- 
conveniences, and more promotive of the public 

good, che grand end of all government, than any 

athe? that can be imagined. This form of govern- 

nent is an harmonious mixture of ink bag Ariſto- 
tracy, arid Demotrucy. Monarchy i is the Rule of One, 

or where the ſupreme power is inveſted. in a ſingle 
perſon. | Ariſtrocacy is a form of government lodged. 
in the hands of the nobles. Democracy, is the go- 

vernment of a ſtate by the common people, or by 
ns whom they ſhall chuſe. Now by the mix-. 


- 


perſo 
ſows of theſe three forms of government, ihe conſti- 
C tution 
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1 

tütion of Great-Britain; has conſiderable advantages 
over either of the ſimple forms. For ſuch a com- 

dunded form of government (as one obſerves) 
<< ſpreads the baſis or foundation of the conſtitution 
wider, and makes it conſequently more firm :—- 
«Draws to itſelf the principal conveniences of every 
“ form, ſuch as the luſtre of a Court, the grandeur - 
of Nobility, the caſe and freedom of the people 
« and better guards againſt the common misfortunes 
* of every form © government, one part of the con- 
<« ſtitution balancing the other.” The ſupreme dig- 
nity, power and prerogative of theKinG, the honour ' 
and. ſplendor of the Nobility, the rights and liberties 
of the common Heople, by this mixture of government, 
are ſufficiently ſecured, and ſo connected together 
that they are ſtrongly byaſſed to conſult each others 
; Britiſh Suljecis enjoy as great freedom, as In 
is poſſible any ſhould enjoy under any form of 
vernment, and can never be enſlaved without t. . 
conſent, or a violation of the conſtitution. And here 
I-would add, that as we are Britiſh Subjefts, we ate 
as firmly eſtabliſhed in the rights of Britiſh Subjetts, | 
by — Charta, the grand prop of Engliſh Liberties 
as the inhabitants of Great-Britain themſelves. And 
theſe rights are further confirmed to us by a Royal, 
Charter. And therefore we cannot be deprived 102 
our property, or any ways enſlaved, without our con- 
ſent (by repreſentatives) unleſs both the conſtitution 
of Great- Britain, and our Charter, be firſt ſer aſide. 


' We have reaſon to rejoyee in the excellent form 
of government we live under, whereby we are de- 
livered from oppreſſion. ſlavery and tyranny, and are 
ſecured in the free unmoleſted enjoyment of our lives 
and property; whereby proviſion is made for the 
redreſs of wrongs, for our * and ſecurity, and fox; 

the 
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the curbing the luſts of men, which, was it not for 
the reſtraints of the civil law, would ſoon break forth 
in ſuch outrages and violences, as would diſſolve the 
community, and throw us into a ſtate of confuſion 
and anarchy. N ene 5 


Sven is the excellent conſtitution we live under, 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives, and eve 
one may Ht dawn under bis own vine, and fig-iree, an 
enjoy without fear or diſturbance, the fruits of his 
labour. This affards abundant matter of thanks to 
the ſupreme Lord of the world, who ruletb in ihe 
kinpdams of men, to whom we are ultimately beholden 
for all our civil liberties and privileges. | 
Ann it becomes us, at all times, to reflect, with 
ag affection, upon that moſt favourable interpo- 
fition of Providence, which we have this year expe- 
rienced, whereby we are re-eſtabliſhed in the enjoy- 
ment of the bleſſings of qur excellent civil conſtitu- 
tion, after ſome injurious attempts tg wreſt them from 
us. This year will ſtand in the annals of this coun- 
try, qs one of the years of the right bang of ibe Maſt High, 
wherein Britiſh Americans, were delivered from threatn- 
ing ſlavery, and reſtored to the embraces of almoſt- 
exiled liberty. The S:/amp- Ad cannot be remembred 
by any american ſon. of liberty, but with abhorrence, 
e have, indeed, too great affection for our gracious 
| King, too high a veneration for the Parliament, and 
put too great confidence in their friendly diſpoſition 
towards America, to entertain a tho't that {bis Ad o- 
rjginated. from them. We rather believe that it ob- 
rained a parliamentary ſanction, thro' the deceitful 
plauſibility, and the ſpecious gloſſing lies, of ſome 
individuals, the firſt contriyers of it, who were ence 
mies to the nation, and, for ought I know, had an 
hidden intent of plunging Great Britain and her co- 
C 2 lonies 
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lonies into one common deſtruction. This was the 
natural tendency of the 4% and this wayJd proba- 
bly have been the conſequence, had cgercave; Moar 
ſures been uſed to.cofurce it; And then, what would 
have become of America? What of Great-Brifain f 
ICHABQD might ſoon have been wrote in captyrals 
upon each of them, And then (to borrow the words 
of Dr. Mayhew) © what would become of thoſe few 
* ſtares, which are now free? What, of the prote: 
« ſtant religion? Ot gb which Grear-Britain is the 
main ſupport. ,* The wacher might not improbabl 
« fall lbote theGrand Monarch on this fide the Alps; 
« the latter before the i of the apoſtle Judas, \ 
* the Grand Vicar of ſatan beyond them; and fo, at 


if length one univerlal deſpotum ſwallow up all I” 


By ibis i we were deprived of two of the main 
inherent rights of Engliſßmen, a right of taxing our- 
ſelves, and trials by juries. * And as theſe rights are 
the life and ſoul of the Engliſh conſtitution, ſo this 
a8 was like a dagger planted in its very vitals. In 
this light, the great orator and patron of the nation, 
the renowued PITT, view'd'it, as appears from a 
clauſe in his ſpeech againſt enforcipg the Ad by arms. 
He is faid ro have ſpoken thus; On a good, on a 
% ſound bottom, the force of this country can cruſh 
America to atoms. But on this ground, on the 
„Samp- As, hen ſo many here will think it a cry- 
\* ing injuſtice, J am one that will lift up my hand 
* againſt it.— imerica, if ſhe fell, would fall like a 
** ftrong man, would embrace the pillars of ſtate, and 
e pull down the conſtitution along with ber.“ From 
the ſame view of things he is alſo reported to have 
faid ; © I rejoyce that America has reſiſted :** Words, 
that America may think ſhe has abundant reaſon to 
{dopt, fince ſhe.may imagine, that her refuſing 1 
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on the yoke, was 3. principal mean, in the hand, of 


* p - 


Providence, of ſaying her from bondage. : 


Tae clouds were ſametime gathering over us; the 
thunders of lavery wounded our ears with their re: 


* 11 
6 
* 


mote; grumbling noiſe; the threafning ſtarm ap; 


proached continually; until upon the inauſpiciaus 
fixrf af November 1765, a little more than twelye 
manths ago, our whole hemiſphere was covered over 
with a dark and gloomy cloud, which hung lowering 
over us for ſome months, threatping a dreadful deſo- 
lating tempeſt of oppreſſion, bondage, ignominious 
ſervitude. But upon the following ever - memorable 
teightzentb of March, he who has the Hearts of all men 
in his hand, and turneth them whitherſaever be will, 
gave us favour in the ſight of our gracious King, and 
diſpoſed him to give his royal aſſent to an Act for 


revoking the ſevere decree of taxation that had gone 


forth againſt America: As ſoon as the joyful news 
of which, ſaluted our anxious ears, light ariſes in our 
obſcurity, the diſmal dreary clouds flee away, the hear 
yens recover their wonted ſerenity, our hearts expand, 
with joy, with cordial gratulations we welcome re- 
viving liberty, which, with heightned luſtre and 
beauty, flies to our longing boſoms, while ſlavery, 
that brat of ſatan, vaniſhes out of ſight. 


W have already ſpent a day in religious com- 
memoration of this moſt gracious appearance of Pro- 


* vidence. But let us not look upon that as a ſuffici- 


ent return to our ſupreme friend, who ſo ſeaſonably 
appeared for us, delivered us from our diſmal appre- 
henſions, and turned our mourning into dancing. Let 
the flame of gratitude burn in our breaſts, as long 
as the lamp of life laſts, for this ſignal deliverance, 
in conſequence af which we ſtand, this day, free men 
before the Lord. | n 
0 Mar 
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' May God continue to us the inviolate enjoyment 
of liberty, and tranſmit it down to the lateſt poſterity. 
And as we hope for this favour, let us not abuſe our 


liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs or licenciouſneſs, but 


be careful co improve it to wiſe and good purpoſes. 

And as we value our excellent civil conſtitution, and 
the bleſſings thereof, let us peaceably /ubmit ourſelves 
unto every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake, whether 
it be to tbe King as ſupreme ; or unto governours as un- 
10 them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well; eſpeci- 
ally, let us fubmit ourſelves unto our divine —_ 


and King, and yield a chearful obedience to his com- 


matids, and an eaſy ſubjection to his government.— 
7 ben Joall our peace be as a FOR my 


May propitious Heaven ever ſmile upon the Eng- 
liſh nation, bleſs it with peace, wealth and liberty, and 
make it ſtil} more glorious and honourable among 
the nations, —May the united intereſts of Great- 
Britain, and her colonies, ſtand firmly fixed upon a 
ſure, ſolid, immoveable baſis.— May the Kin reign 
in righteouſneſs, and the boſoms of al] bis djects 
glow with the moſt affectionate loyalty. And may 
we in theſe remote parts of his dominions, ever rafte 
the bleſſings of his mild government ; and being free 
(as at preſent, thro* his royal benevolence, and the 
benevolence of his patriotic miniltry) from fearful 
apprehenſions of further grievances, and animated 
with hopes of the future peaceable enjoyment of our 
reſtored liberties, may we live together in perfect 
order, harmony and tranquility. 


III. We hve in a land of light, and valliy cf 7 70h. 


Ovx land is gloriouſly illuminated with the light 
of revelation. This is a ſuperior bleſſing to either 


of 


6 


of the former, becauſe we are by it taught how w W. ] 
may regain the favour of our offended Creator, and 
ſecure an inheritance in the regions of bliſs and im- 
mortality. It is not in the power of nature's light 
to teach theſe things. If we are well acqainted with 
ourſelves, we cannot be inſenſible that we are in a, 
ſtate of ſuch deep depravation, that without the light 
of revelation, we ſhould walk in darineſs, with regard 
to the affairs of another world. The light of nature 
is ſo dim, ſince the fall, that althoꝰ it ſhould be grant- 
ed, that without the aſſiſtance of revelation, it plain- 
ly diſcovers the being of a God, yer it is unable to 
ſhew how ſinners may worſhip him acceptably, to 
raiſe a future ſtate of recompences out of obſcurity, 
and conſequently to inforce the duties of morality 
with ſuch ſtrong aid powerful motives, as are ſuffi - 
cient to overcome the luſts of men. Bl 


War an invaluable and ſeaſonable bleſſing then 

is the light of revelation ? The will and pleaſure of 
God concerning us, and his eternal purpoſes and de- 
u ſigns of mercy towards us, are thereby clearly mani- 
fefted, We are raiſed above the fears of dropping 

into nothing at death, and above the fears of the un- 

avoidable wrath of the Almighty, and if we ſincerely 

repent, there is opened before us, a moſt agreeable. 

proſpect into futurity. The marvellous light poured. 

on us by revelation inriches our underſtandings with 

the moſt reviving and glorious truths, fires our ima- 
ginations and paſſions with the moſt enamouring 
proſpects, and helps, and ſtrengthens every faculty 
divine in the human ſoul, to riſe from its captivity , 
and ſlavery to brutal luſts. This light affords ſuffi- 

cient encouragement and animation-to us in the pur- 

ſuit of the ways of virtue, and, thro? faich, enables 
us io overcome the world. And it ſets before * — 
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of divine gtace and gootneſs;:as afford matter of e- 
verlaſting praiſe; and thankſgioin gg 
Wirn what fetvent affection, with what Exalted 
pleaſure, with what holy admiration, does the goo \ A 
than behold, in the volume of God's word, pictured” 
before him the liyelieſt moſt endearing tthages, that 
ſtupendous act of glace; which made provifisn for the 
redemption of rebelllbus men] With what holy e- 
ultation of ſoul does he feflect upon that unbotinded. 
love; that infinite philanthropy, which God, whoſe 
mercy is great above the heavens,exerciſed towards mai 
kind, when they had loſt their original tectitude, for- 
feited happineſ, and expoſed themſelves 16 , miſety, 
by conſtituting his ſon to be their Saviour; and the 
repairer of their natures, to redeem them from guilt WW 
and condemnation;and recover them'to a reſemblance 
| of himſelf, and to a capacity of enjoying that happi- 
j neſs from which they had fallen! With what rapture 


110 1 
1 the moſt ſtriking amiibts light ait the diem attrl. 
110 bures, and ſpetialh diſplays fuch aſtoniſning inftarices! 


| does he reflect upon the advent of the ſon of God «FF 
q i into the world, and feeling ſomething of that divine 
442 enthuſiaſm, which warmed the breaſts of the angelic 

|| hoſt, upon this aſtoniſhing occafion, join with thent 


in giving glory to God, that there is peace on earth, 
| and good will towards nen! With what joy does he 
if confider the many affurances of pardon, reconciliation /f- 

| with God, and eternal life, which the goſpel gives oo 
him ! How. unſpeakably conſolating is it to him, to 
contemplate upon that never-fading and immortal 
crown of gloty reſerved for him in the heavenly Je- 
ruſalem ; and to conſider that when his ſoul ſhall 
burſt theſe bonds of fettering clay, and be losfed from 

the priſon of this mortal body, it ſhall be conducted 

by guatdian angels to regions of glory, honour and 

on immortality, 


| 
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immortality, and that his body alfo,- after it has beef 
mingled, perhaps for ages with its mother-earth, ſhall 
by the voice of theAlmighty be rouſed from the dot mi- 
taries of the dead, & be cloathed with everlaſting bloom 
and vigor, and then receiving its former inhabitant, 
be tranſlated into the immediate preſence of God, an 

the Savivur, and into the company of ſaints and an- 
gels, to join wich the Heavenly hoſts in their eternal 
halleujahs, and to enjoy endleſs, uninterrupted an 

ſupreme felicity ! And how does a proſpe& of ſuch 
future bliſs; ſuch endlels felicity and glory everlaſting, 
rouſe all his active powers into exerciſe, and excite 
him, as a racer in the olympic games, to exert his ut- 


| moſt /o to run, as that he may obtain / 
uses, theſe, my Brethren, are the glorious; the 


Joyful things, the raviſhing proſpects, which the light 
of revelation opefis to us, and aſſures us of upon re- 
pentante. And what (I had almoſt ſaid) an invinci- 
ble motive to holy living, muft theſe things be, pe- 
tially hen it is conſidered on the other hand, what 
dreadful things are denounced againſt impenitence ? 


How thankful ought we to be that our lot is caſt 
under the meridian luſtre of this glorious light, while 
a . er part of the world lies wrapt in heathen dark- 
nels, 9 of the true God, and the way to ſalva- 
tion, thro? Jeſus Chriſt ? How thankful ought we to 


be for this diſtinguiſhing favour of Providence ?—To 


us are committed the oracles ofGod, faithfully tranſlated 


into out own language; we have them in our houſes _ 
and hands, and are allowed the free peruſal of them. 
And to thoſe who diligently ſearch them, they are as a 
light fhining in a dark place. They ſcatter thoſe clouds 
of darkneſs, which in conſequence of the apoſtacy have 
ariſen over the human mind; they chaſe away the 
ä upon us 4 flood of day; 


Slorious 
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glorious beams of divine light, which are able to mali 
us knowing, and wiſe anto /alvationi. By this light we 
are pointed to the way, wherein we may ſecure eternal 
life and glory in the world to come; and obtain an hea- 
venly inheritance, infinitely preferable to all earthly ho- 
nour and dignities, to the greateſt riches & pofſefſions 
of this world, What can be a greater bleſſing? What; 
tho' we were exalted to the pinnacle of eatthly gran- 
deur and dignity, and rode upon the waves of worldly 
proſperity ? What, tho' we were ſurrounded with tem- 
poral affluence, and loaded with all the bounties of na- 
ture? Let if we were deſtitute of this light; how mi- 


ſerable ſhould we be, in compariſon with what we now 


are, or may be, if we do not fooliſhly bring ourſelves 
under that condemnation, that igt is come inio the 
world, and we have loved darkneſs rather than light ? 
O, let us highly prize the revelation of God, which 
gives the moſt important intelligence from heaven; 
and brings the moſt comfortable news, and glad tidings 
to the ſinful children of men, teaching them how they 
may eſcape the wrath to come, and obtain a crown of 
glory hereafter. | 
Dio David under an humble ſenſe of his meanneſs, 
and the peculiac favour of heaven, in giving him the 
ſceptre of Iſrael, lay, who am J, O Lerd God, and what 
is my houſe that thou haſt bro't me hi:berto ? Did he thus 
humbly thank the Lord fot the throne of Iſrael ? And 
thall not we with the moſt profound humility, and ſelf- 
abaſing ideas of oufſelves,acknowledge the marvellous 
goodneſs of God, in offering us a crown of glory in 
eaven,and aſſuring us, in his word, that we may finally 
arrive to ſuch exalration, as to fit on thrones, and be 
made kings and prieſts unto God? Who are we, that 
we ſhould be thus exalted !_ 
Tux light of the goſpel makes our land a moſt plea 


fant place, a moſt delightiome heritage, This once 
howling 
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howling wilderneſs nowöloſſoms as aroſe under the cheer- 
ing rays of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and that luxuriant 
growth of mental darkneſs, and barbariſm, wherewith, 
not two centuries ago, it was overſpread, is now de- 
ſtroyed by the bright beams of revelation. This 
light is perhaps as little obſtructed and obſcured by 
human traditions and impoſitions in America, as in any 
other country whatſoever. We enjoy it in its purity. 
It ſhines upon us with unclouded ſplendor, unleſs our 
own prejudices, and bigotry darken it, and make the 
way to heaven obſcure, which this light makes plain. 


Legr ys wiſely improve this light, by acquaintin 


/qurſelves with God, and his Son, the great ſaviour of 


men, and living as his word teaches us. This is the 
way to make it a bleſſing indeed unto us. It will prove 
a curſe if we abuſe it, or neglect it. Do we pity the 
heathen, who are periſhing for Jack of viſion ? And 
are not thoſe to be pitied, who tho? they live under the 
light of the goſpel, are in almoſt as great darkneſs as 
they, becauſe they turn away their eyes from this light? 
Do our bowels yearn over thoſe miſerably dark and 
benighted people, who are without revelation ? And 
ſhall we not drop a tear upon thoſe, who tho' they be 
chilaren of the light, yet grope in darkneſs at noan day, 
who, tho? they are favoured with the clear ſhining of 
the gaſpel, yet thro an evil beart of unbelief, or a love 
of ſintul pleaſures, ſhut their eyes, ſtumble and fall into 
aggravated perdition ? Theſe certainly are in the moſt 

itiful circumſtances. And therefore we ought to give 
be more earneſt heed to the things which we bave heard. — 
For if the word ſpoken by angels was ſteadfaſt, and every 
tranſgreſſion and diſobedience, received a juſt recompence 
of reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great 


ſalvation, which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the 


Lord, and was confirmed, to us by them that heard 
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IV. Wi enjoy the moſt invaluable religious | libers. 
ties and privileges. 


Ovx lot is not only fallen in a land of light, but we 
have the free uſe of the light. This is our greateſt 
felicity. We may examine the ſcriptures for ur- ff, 
ſelves, and worthip our maker, according to that mode 
and form. which we apprehend moſt agreeable to bis 

vill, without endangering our lives or eſtates. This is 
2 liberty confirmed to Britiſb Subjecls by the act of fole- 
ration, whereby they are delivered from perſecution on 
religious accounts, if their religious principles be not 
manifeſtly ſubvetſive of government, and inconſiſtent. 
with their allegiance to the King. That infernal fiend, 

erſecution for conſcience ſake, which drove our fore: 
athers out of their native land to the inhoſpitable wilds 
of America, and too much of the ſpirit of which ap- 
peared even here in the * of the country, is now 
utterly exterminated from both Great- Britain and A. 
Merica, and we hope a and pray, that it may for e yer re- 
main in exile, and never again ſhew its execrable miſ- 71. 
created front in the Brig dominions. 55 


Haepy for us, that our nation has caſt off the papal 
yoke ; that we are fiee from papal uſurparion and ty- 
ranny, the moſt cruel, and impious of any. For what 
| can be more intollerable and 1mpious,than for a meer 
| | man to exali himſelf above all that is called God, er wor- 
|þ ; ſhipped ; to invade the ſacred rights of conſcience, and || + 
If | | impoſe his ip/e dixits upon the judgments of men, as 
i 4-1 infallible truths, not to be conteſted under pain of 
lh damnation , to uſurp dominion over the ſouls and bo- 
1; dies of men, and enſlave ht under a ſpecious pre- 
tence of ſaving the former ? What can be more cruel 
and deteſlable, than the practice of the Romiſb clergy, 
in officiouſſy locking up the ſcriptures from the laity, 
and requiring them to receive e the perverted doArines 
* thereot 
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thereof from their lying lips, and to helieve as they 
bid them, as they would avoid wracks and tortures 
here, and eternal torments hereafter? 


| Bre$ssetD be God, we are not under ſuch unmerci- 
. ful tyranny ; that, as to our own maſter we fand or fall, 
ſo we are allowed freely to exerciſe the rights of pri- 
| vate judgment, to examine the ſcriptures for ourſelves, 
| to ſee whether the things taught us by our inſtructors 
be true, and to receive or reject accordingly, without 
| incurring the vengeance of perſecution,or offering any a 
| juſt occaſion of offence to any man, while we are of a 
ber, blameleſs and peaceable behaviour, and aliow 
* others the ſame liberty which we exerciſe ourſelves, 
| without anathematizing them, after the manner of the 
pope, if they happen to diſſent from us. | 


Max God ever maintain for us our religious liber- 

ties; and as we deſire this favour of him, let us im- 

prove to his glory, and our furtherance in the chriſtian 

E citdas; and growth in grace, the means of grace, 

the religious opportunities, privileges and advantages, 

which we enjoy; and be careful to walk honeſtly as in 

the day, not in riating and drunkenneſs, not in chambering 

| and wantonneſs, not in ſtriſe and envying, but putting on 

+ the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and living as his goſpel teaches, 

ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, _ 
| 4 | 


| | Au as the rights of private judgment and conſci- 
* ence, are ſacred, which no man, however exalted, has 
any authority to wreſt from another, and as we are 
6 favoured with the free & open exerciſe of theſe rights, 
let us not break charity with any for the as of 
the ſame liberty. Let us exerciſe chriſtian catholiciſm, 
doing nothing thro ſtrife, or vain glory, but in lowlineſs 
of mind let each eſteem other better than themſelves. Let 
us ever have bigotry in abhorrence, conſidering, that 
3 man of narrow ſtingy principles, and of a ſuſpicious | 
| I cenſorious 


= 


„ * 


— 


(30 J | 
cenſorious make, is deſtitute of that charity, which 
thinketh no evil, and putteth the beſt conſtruction up- 


on the ſentiments and actions of others, and which is 


the brighteſt ornament of a chriſtiau. Thoſe who are 
under the power of bigotry, are ready to make their 
own underſtanding the door of grace, and gate of hea- 
ven, They would tie us down to human ſchemes, 
ſyſtems, and formularies, and have us regard theſe as 
the ſtandard of truth both doctrinal and practical, and 
in cale we do not ſet them upon a par with the bible, 
but bring them to the teſt of that holy book, and 
judge they are in any article wrong, and ſo diſſent, 
they vote us heriticks at once. They are ready to, 
ſtigmarize as graceleſs, and doom to damnation, all 
whoſe ſentiments, relative to religious truth and prac- 
tice, don't coincide with theirs. Yea, with procruſtean 


cruelty, they would ſtretch every man to the length 


of their bed, who is too ſhort for it, and cut all ſhorter, 
who are too long for it. | 


Ir ſuch men had power, we might expect nothing but per; 
ſecution, fire and faggot, in caſe we refuſed to bow down an 
ſalute the papal toe of their infallibiiity. They want nothing 
but power, to make them popes. Had they this, they would 
wreſt from us that liberty of conſcience, which we now enjoy. 
Bigotry then is popery in embryo z popiſh tyranny init's firſt 
principles. This is that ſchiſm-making monſter, which has 
ſplit the prote/fant church into violent contending parties, and 
ſent forth a ſpirit of reproaching, bitterneſs and uncharitable- 
neſs into the ſeveral ſets among them, which more than any 
thing elſe, ſerves to keep them aſynder, and prevent their 
dwelling together in love and unity. Let us therefore hold 
bigotry in deteſtation. Let us be thankful to God for liberty 
of conſcience, improve it well ourſelves, and not begrudge it to 
others. And let us be charitable towards the ſeveral de nomi- 
nations of profeſſed proteflants, who tho' they differ in various 
matters of opinion from us, yet fear God, and work righteouſ= 
neſs, conſidering that they exerciſe but that ſame religious lib- 
erty, which we do, and which is one of the greatſt privileges, 
we can enjoy in this wor!d, | | 

. Te Tavg 
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1 
Fuvs 1 have ſhewn in a few inſtances how the text is ap- 
licable to our caſe and circumſtances in life, and interſperſed 
ch reflections as I propoſed. On theſe ſeveral accounts it may 
be ſaid, that the lines are fallen to us in pleaſant places, &. And 


on innumerable other accounts, it may be ſaid, that the Lord 
is very kind and gracious to us. Time would fail me to rec- 


on up his countleſs works of love; yea, had I the tongue of 


angels, I ſhould be unable to rehearſe them. Their ſum is 
beyond computation, Nevertheleſs it becomes us to ſpend 
this day in a grateful recollection of them, Let every parti- 
cular perſon, reflect back, and trace the footſteps of divine 
goodneſs towards him, thro” the whole courſe of his paſt life. 
This will convince him that his heavenly Father has ſhower- 
ed down upon him; an immenſity of love and mercy, and has 
et all times afforded him copious matter of praiſe, and thankſ- 
iving. YFhoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve the diſpenſations of 


Providence; even he ſhall under/tand the loaving-kindneſs of the 


Lord ; he ſhall ſee and know that the Lord has been graci- 
ous to him; in every part, and period of his life, and has cau- 


ſed all his goodneſs to piſs befote him. 


LEr us, this day; not only endeavour to refreſh our memo- 
ries with the unmerited favours of Heaven, but reſolve that 
we will for the future walk cloſely with God, and manifeſt 
the gratitude of our hearts by the chearful obedience ' of our 
lives. His goodneſs ſhould lead us ts repentance, and engage us 
to faithfulneſs in his ſervice: Let us be careful, thro' the re- 
mainder of this day, thro' the evening and night approach- 
ing, thro' the following day, yea thro the whole future courſe 
of our lives, to behave as reaſonable creatures and chriſtians, 
keeping conſciences void of offence towards God, and towards 
man. t us fland in awe, and ſet the Lord before our eyes, and 


maintain a reverence for him and his laws, both when alone, 


and when in,company we vent the gladneſs of our hearts in 
chearful converſation, or innocent amuſements. Let us not 
riot with the kindneſſes of Heaven, or waſte his bounties up- 
on our luſts, by running immediately (as it is to be feared is 
the practice of ſome) into ſcenes of ſinful mirth, and pleaſure. 


What avails it to offer our praiſes and thanks to God with 


dutward ſhews of gratitude, if when we have done, we tram- 
ple upon his authority, and abuſe thoſe bounties for which we 
have been giving thanks, to purpoſes of ſicenciouſneſs, in riot- 
Ing and revelling, to his diſhonour ? What avails it for 2 


1 
offer our thankſgivings to God, if we immediately tun int 
ſuch practices as are provoking to him! If we do thus, 
— will prove like 4 ſmoke in his noſe, moſt odious and 
offenſive, | | 


WHEN we retire from the houſe of God to our feveral dwel- 
linge, and feed upon the riches of divine Providence; let us 
eye the hand that feeds us, and partake with ſobriety and mo- 
deration. And let us alfo endeavoür to ſtir up the fire of 
gratitude in the hearts of thoſe, who have, this day, detained 
themſelves from the houſe of God, to make proviſion for the 
regaling of our bodies, and who being cumbered about much 
ſerving, have not probably ſpent a tho't upon the goodneſs of 
their heavenly Benefactor. Let us aſk them whether they 
have offered to God that ſacrifice of praiſe, which he requires. 
Surely they are not releaſed from their obligations of gratitud(® 
to the NA High ; nor will their being oukied in making pro- 
viſion for the body, excuſe their neglecting to join with us, 
in offering an annual tribute of thanks to our Maker, 


To conclude ; let the prelibations of divine goodneſs, which 
we receive in this world, make us earneſtly follicitous to obtain 
füll draughts at the fountain head of all bleſſedneſs, in the king- 
dom of glory. God forbid, that we ſhould receive hi: bounties 
in vain ; God forbid,that our having a goodly & pleaſant Keri- 
tage here, ſhould only ſerve as a mean of our inheriting gteater © 
miſery hereafter. Let us trace thoſe various ſtreams of divine 
bounty, that are continually flowing all around us, up to the 
never-failing fountain of good, from whence they flow ; and let 
us feaſonably endeavour to ſecure an intereſt in the favour of 
God thro repentance, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
we may not be turned off with the bleſſings of thisLife, as our 
= portion of happineſs, and be doomed to eternal wretched- 
nefs hereafter, but that we may finally be admitted to the 
Realms of bliſ. where are ſuperiour enjoyments, exalted de- 
lights, pure, ſupreme and uninterrupted pleaſures, equal to the 
moſt enlarged deſires and capacities, of our immortal ſouls. 
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